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izing and administrative faculty. What is to become of the laboring people in these ex-slave states after the war? We should have looked forward to this and provided for it before now. The problem has grown in vastness and difficulty by delay. If the tax laws had been wisely carried out, or had the constitution allowed or been construed as allowing confiscation of the few, the difficulties would have been less. By the way, what is your opinion as to the true construction of the forfeiture clause of the Constitution?
I am writing in great haste and I fear illegibly. We are on our way to Norfolk, to come back in a few hours and then to go south. Let a letter find me at Cincinnati some four weeks hence.
Cordially yours, S. P. CHASE.
From General Butter
LOWELL, MABS , May 29th, 1865 [Not in chronological order]
Capt. BROWN Apt. Com. Freedman's Affairs, NORFOLK:, VA.
MY DEAR CAPTAIN: I enclose you a copy of a note which I have written to Gen. Howard. I do not believe it is best for the interest of the negro that the school as established near Fortress Monroe for colored children should be broken up, or essentially changed. I trust you agree with me in my opinion, as it will be within your department. By retaining it as it is, you will confer an obligation which will be remembered by
Yours Truly, BENJ. F. BUTLER
From General Butter
LOWELL, May Z&th, 1865 [Not in chronological order]
Maj. Genl. 0. 0. HOWARD, Supt. Freedman's Affairs, WASHINGTON, B.C.
GENERAL: The interest we both feel in the same subject matter will doubtless plead my apology for addressing you this note.
When in command of the Dept. of Va. & N-C., with the aid of Mr. Charles A. Raymond, Chaplain at Chesapeake Hospital, and the use of disabled soldiers as teachers, I established what was intended to be a Normal School for the instruction of negro children. I built the schoolhouse from the civil fund of the Dept. upon confiscable lands. That school was put in successful operation, and, as I am informed, has been a very great success. Then I looked about for a Supt. I called upon a Mr. Day, who had been teaching under the patronage of some